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X* ObferVations of the Variations of the Needle and Weather^ made in aVoyage 
to HudfonV-B^y* in the Tear I73 i, by Cap U Chriftopher Middleton, 
communicated to the Royal Society by Mr. Benjamin Robins, K % $. 
with a Letter to Mr. Robins. 
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-ftilPfalling^fair. 

-ftands, fair, Equally. 

-rifjng, fquafly.vmh Hail. 
HardSquails. , 

-at a ftan& hard Squalls. . 
Squally with frefh Gales. 

-{lands, clear .frefh Gales* . 

-feme what fallen* 
— ftands* ftir* 
— fallen^ clears 
—rifjngqdic^ cloudy* 
—Hill rilfng ;> hard Gales.-, 
—riling quick, thick & dirty 
-—continues rifing. 
■--Hands* cloudy and Rain. 
Pit. fn?fh Gales.,, 
^-at a ftand* cloudy, 
-^-rifing, fqually and Rain. . 

-the fame, frefh Gales. 

-the fame, fqualty w.Raiiw 
Fair, frefh Breeze, 
fair and clear, 

-the fame, frefh Gales* 
--lit. fallen* fair and cloudy . 
Fair. 

AgreatSea^iquaJIy. 
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Winds. 



Weather, 



SW. 



Dit. 
WSW. 

SbW. 
Dit. 

SWbS. 
Dit. 

Obf.'SW. 

Weft. 

wsw» 

Dit. 

Dit. 



J 5 ; rifing, frefh Gales &Rain. 
— *contin. rifing, frefliGales* 
. — little fallen, fair Weather. 
— fallen, hazy, frefh Gales. 

[ — at a ftand, frefli Gales. 

-the fame, hazy. 

-at a ftand, hazy. 
[-— contin. the fame, fqually, 

•fallen, fair and clear. 
— continues fallen, fair. 

•fallen j fair and clear. 



[Die. J — continues, pleafant. 

Dit» 1 — the fame, fair and clear. 



SIR, 



r t 

January 28, 173*:. 



These will inform you of my Sentiments concerning Mr. Patrick* s Marine-Baro- 
meter, which I have made ufe offer two Voyages to Hudfon's-Bzy in North America \ 
and by the ftri&eft Obfervations, I have always found it to give me timely Notice of 
all bad Weather, and likewife of veerable Winds ; as alfo, certain Intelligence of our 
coming nigh any Ice, with the Quantity we had to go through. It is an Instrument of 
excellent Ufe, I having continually found myfelf obliged to conform to Its more cer- 
tain Information before all other ocular Appearances in the Horizon whatever. Imuft 
Tikewife inform you, that when we come in or near Ice we are obliged to keep one of 
our Compaffes continually moving, there being either fome magnetick Particles in the 
Air, or fome other Quality that hinders them from traverfing, which makes ourCourie 
very difficult to direct; this happens generally in our entring f&dfon' s-Stvcights and 
Bay, but never fo without being near or amongft Ice. I have enquired of the Com- 
manders, and others that ufe Greenland and Davis' s-Streights, and find great Complaints 
from them of their Compaffes not traverfing. I have tried the Needle of the Azimuth 
Compafs without the Chart, and find it to traverfe much better, fo that I defign next 
Voyage to have iceing-glafs Charts, as being lighter. I fubmit the Confideration of 
thefe Things to yourfelf and the Learned, and remain, 

S 1 2?, 



Do Mr. Benjt Robins, 



Tour mofi HumMe Servant, 

Chriftopher Middleton, 



s 



XI, Qbfervatfr 



